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Sabrina Salas, 11, of
Houston, Texas, is con-
cerned about the high cost
of gasoline. Like many U.S.

families, Sabrina's spends a lot of
time in the car, traveling to places
like softball games and practices,
school, and the mall.

"It costs a lot of money to fill up
the tank," Sabrina says.

The cost of fuel and its effect on
the economy is one of the issues
important to voters this election year.
As Election Day, November 4, gets ,
closer, Sabrina and kids throughout
the nation are paying close attention
to these and other issues.

Karson Merrill, 11,
of Tampa, Florida,

says people
should focus
on what can-
didates have
to say about
the environ-
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ment. "We only have one ... Earth,"
Karson says. "We need to take care
of it."

Hannah Dahl, 11, of Somers Point,
New Jersey, cares most about what's
going on with the war in Iraq. Her
father is a soldier who has served
in Iraq and is now stationed over-
seas. Hannah says she thinks the
next President should understand
what military families go through,
especially when a parent has to
be away for long periods of time.
"It's not fun when you have one
less parent," Hannah says.
"Youneed both parents."

Iraq, the environment, and the
economy are three major issues this
election year. Read on to find out
more about these and other issues.
And discover how Barack Obama and
John McCain, the Democratic and
Republican presidential candidates,
respectively, stand on the issues.

-Elena Cabral

Global warming, or the gradual
rise in Earth's temperature,
is a big concern. Most scien-
tists agree that burning fossil
fuels-coal, oil, natural gas-
contributes to global warming.

McCain says he wants
to increase the number
of nuclear power plants

in the U.S. to help reduce fossil-
fuel emissions. He also wants
to invest in research to find
ways to burn coal cleanly.

Obama says he wants
to create more U.S.
businesses that make

alternative fuels. He wants to
increase Americans' use of cars
that run on such fuels.

Words to Know
emissions: (ih-mish-uhns) noun,
plural. Substances released into the air.

alternative fuel: (awl-tur-nuh-
tiv fyool) noun. Source of heat or
energy from natural sources that are
renewable and that don't harm the
environment.


